
Music Integration
Into a general education classroom

Danielle Wilson

Brady Wald

Liberty Arts Academy 



 In education for 9 years

 Reading Specialist

 Classroom teacher

 6th grade and 1st grade

 Curriculum Developer

 Personal Facts

 Twin mom of 3 year old

 Choir member since 3rd grade

 Band member since the 5th grade

 Married my high school Marching band 

sweetheart 10 years ago

 Started taking guitar lessons 6wks ago

Getting to know you...



Getting to know you...

 Principal @ Liberty

 18 Years in 

Education
 5-Teacher

 13-Administration

 Personal Facts
 Wife - AP

 3 boys 

 Parents were 

teachers

 Dad was music 

teacher 30 years 
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Today’s Learning Challenges



Learning Target

 Each participant will have one key strategy, 

routine, or concept for a positive upgrade to their 

class/school culture.



Why Integrate Music?

Music creates 

powerful learning memories

An outlet for dealing with emotions and 
building confidence. 

Positive associations between student, 
family, and school

Student driven motivation and creativity 





DATA SHOWING IMPACT OF MELODY ON ADOLSCENT BRAIN 

❖ In a psychology study by 

University of London, children 

ranging from the ages of 7-11 

showed significant improvement 

in their ability to recall 

information when a melody was 

introduced as a mnemonic device. 

(hallum, 2010)

❖ Even just the presence of 

background music during learning 

had significant impact. 

Series 1 Series 2

Category 1 36 74

Category 2 38 62



What if you are not musical?

Music is more than playing
 Listening

 Appreciating

 Relating to other 

topics, ideas, and 

disciplines
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Hierarchy of needs 
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Video Clip
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“

”

The largest obstacle 

Developing culture and climate in which students feel safe to take risks and 

try new things is essential when trying to integrate music and performance 

as part of the curriculum. 

We have to set the stage 



Building  a Positive 

Culture and Climate



1.
High Expectations for 

ALL
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High vs. Low 

Expectations

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1k08yxu57NA


2.
The impact of a 

relationship has a lasting 
effect on students, staff, & 

the community
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3. Setting the Stage
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30
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It’s Time for Education to Evolve!
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Place your screenshot here
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Are you Engaged?

Inspired?

Love Learning?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uhiCFdWeQfA


Think, Pair, Share

 What are some aspects of a 

music classroom that engage 

students?

 How can that be adapted into 

your classroom environment? 



What is 

Blended 

Learning?

4 Areas of Focus:

 Culture & Climate

 Small Group Instruction

 Technology Integration

 Stations / Rotations / 

Centers
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1.Climate & Culture
Building a environment that has an impact 
on learning
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Establish A Learning Environment 

 Relationships

 Room Setup 

 Feel

 Smell

 Lighting

 Furniture

 Opportunity
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2.Small Group Instruction
Meeting the needs of ALL students

Small group moments that place 
emphasis on strengths/talents rather 
than improvement areas
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3.Technology 
Integration

Differentiation using technology 
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Technology Options

❏ Computers
❏ SmartBoards
❏ iPads
❏ Smartphones
❏ Music and clips 

that is relevent
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4.Stations  
Centers 
Rotations

Meaningful activities that promote 
growth and achievement
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Quick Activity



More Meaningful
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Not As Meaningful
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Blended Learning Process

Small Group 
Instruction

Technology 
Integration

Stations & 
Centers:  

Meaningful 
Practice
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Resources

❖Music resources can be emailed 

out to all participants. Please 

sign up on the email list. 

❖Learning songs and melodies

❖Graphic organizers that set the 

stage for music integration. 

❖Ideas on how to implement 

instruments. 
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THANKS!
Dani Wilson

Dani.wilson@gmail.com

Brady Wald

480.486.9481 - Cell

480.830.3444 - LAA School 

brady.wald@leonagroup.com


